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the Vicar of Huddersfield, and himself Rector of Clapham,
with the support of John Thornton, Wilberforce, Zachary
Macaulay and James Stephen.
These Evangelical clergy revived earnestness within the
Church, set an example of piety and self-sacrifice, contributed
a good deal to religious literature by their hymns and their
popular writings, and stimulated philanthropic and missionary
enterprises. They formed comparatively compact groups in
Yorkshire and in Cornwall, but elsewhere they were isolated
individuals, and in the south and south-east they were few.
They never formed an organised movement with common
objects or common resources. This was one of their weak-
nesses. They were also without any great scholarship, so
that they made little impression upon the uppermost ranks
of society, and they made little permanent contribution to
literature. In so far as their philanthropy led them to
attack vested interests, like those of the slave-traders, they
were unpopular. But gradually the sympathy of the Govern-
ment was gained: in 1811 the Government voted £1,000,000
for the building of churches, and in 1815 the first Evangelical
bishop was appointed,
A revival had also begun amongst High Churchmen, the
leaders being Jones of Nayland and Joshua Watson. Watson,
with Henry Norris, the incumbent of Hackney, and William
Stevens, a London tradesman, formed the " Clapton sect ":
they were as charitable as the Evangelicals, they were
studious men of sober life who distrusted personal experi-
ence as a basis of religion, and emphasised the importance
of tradition and Church history. They were violently
opposed to schism, insisted that the English Church was
descended directly from the Apostolic Church, and exalted
the dignity of the priesthood. They became tf a rallying
point for all orthodox Churchmen who wished for clear
definition of doctrine and increased activity in Church
work, combined with steady political conservatism/'1
The revival of religion coincided with a development
of philanthropy, and in many cases directly assisted it.
The attack on slavery had been begun by the Quakers, and
1 Cornish, op. cit», p, 72.

